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SUB J : SON OF EX-PRESIDENT ARANA SHOT 

1 . ROBERTO "TITO" ARANA ESPANA, SON OF EX-PRESIDENT 
ARANA, WAS THE VICTIM OF AN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AT 
1355 HOURS IULY5. 

2. ACCORDING TO VARIOUS NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS ARANA'S CAR, 
FOLLOWED BY A SECURITY CAR AND A CAR CONTAINING FRIEND 
AND BUSINESS ASSOCIATE GERARDO SAMPEDRO, WAS 
PROCEEDING DOWN ONE OF GUATEMALA CITY'S MAIN ARTERIES WHEN 
TWO VEHICLES, ONE A PICK-UP TRUCK, BEGAN TO PASS THEM. 

THREE WORKERS IN THE BACK OF THE PICK-UP, DRESSED AS 
TELEPHONE REPAIRMEN, OPENED FIRE WITH SUBMACHINE 

GUNS. 

3. ARANA WAS REPORTEDLY WOUNDED SEVERAL TIMES IN THE 
ARMS AND ONCE IN THE NECK. HE AND A BODYGUARD, ALSO 
WOUNDED, WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE ARMY HOSPITAL. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GUATEM 04828 0623 19Z 
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EMBOFF HE HAD BEEN OPERATED ON.WAS OUT OF INTENSIVE 
CARE AND TO A LAYMAN'S EYE OUT OF DANGER. 

4. FOREIGN MINISTER APPROACHED CHARGE EVENING JULY 5 
WITH REQUEST FOR LANDING CLEARANCE IN HOUSTON FOR 
PRESIDENT'S EXECUTIVE JET (GUATEMALAN AIR FORCE ONE), 

TO TAKE ARANA TO CIVILIAN MEDICAL FACILITIES THERE. 
CHARGE MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR IMMEDIATE TRANSMISSION 
OF CLEARANCE REQUEST AS SOON AS ETD AND ETA AVAILABLE. 
MEMBER PRESIDENTIAL STAFF TOLD EMBASSY MORNING JULY 6 
THAT FLIGHT WAS ON STANDBY PENDING DECISION BY 
ARANA'S DOCTORS THAT HE COULD SAFELY BE MOVED. IN 
LIGHT FAVORABLE PROGNOSIS REPORTED ABOVE, IT IS 
POSSIBLE FLIGHT MAY NOT RPT NOT TAKE PLACE. 


5. COMMENT: WE DO NOT RPT NOT YET KNOW WHO WAS 
BEHIND ASSISSINATION ATTEMPT. TITO'S ENEMIES COVER 
THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM FROM LEFT TO RIGHT. DARING 
DAYLIGHT ATTACKS HAVE BEEN AN EGP (LEFT-WING 
GUERRILLA GROUP) SPECIALTY IN RECENT MONTHS; IF 
THIS WAS THEIR HANDIWORK, PRESS WILL PROBABLY SHORTLY 
RECEIVE A COMMUNIQUE CLAIMING CREDIT. IF THE EGP 
WAS RESPONSIBLE, OR BELIEVED BY THE RIGHT TO HAVE 
BEEN RESPONSIBLE, PRESSURE WILL INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY 
ON LAUGERUD TO CRACK DOWN HARDER ON LEFTIST GROUPS, 

REGARDLESS OF THE LEGALITY OF THE MEANS USED. 

LAUGERUD OBSERVED IN HIS STATE OF THE 

NATIONS SPEECH JULY 1 . "PREVENTIVE ACTION AGAINST CRIME 

CANNOT BE EFFECTIVE WHEN THE CRIMINAL IS SHELTERED 

BY CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES.. .AS A GOVERNMENT THAT ACTS WITHIN 

THE LAW AND NOT OUTSIDE IT, OUR ACTION IS 

RULED BY THE LAW. WHICH SHOULD BE 

UNDERSTOOD BY THOSE WHO CRITICIZE 

THE AUTHORITIES FOR LENIENCY AND 

DEMAND A STRONG HAND, BUT WHO ALSO 

PAINT THE GOVERNMENT AS REPRESSIVE AND 

DICTATORIAL, AND DISRESPECTFUL OF HUMAN RIGHTS.” 

HIS DILEMMA HAS NOT BEEN MADE ANY EASIER BY 
YESTERDAY S INCIDENT. WE HAVE ONE REPORT THAT GENERAL 
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ARANA IS URGIN PRESIDENT LAUGERUD TO DECLARE A STATE OF SIEGE. 
ANDREWS 
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